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Sean Dennehey, the IPO’s Deputy Chief Executive, received a CBE (Commander of the Order of the
British Empire) for services to intellectual property in the New Year’s Honours list.

Sean first joined the IPO as a patent examiner in 1978, when the office was based in London. He
then moved to Newport in 1991 when the department transferred to its present South Wales base.
Sean became Director of Patents in 2004 and Deputy Chief Executive in 2007. He also served as
Chief Executive on several occasions, most recently when John Alty left in 2016.

Sean had this to say:

I feel very privileged to be awarded a CBE for my services to intellectual property. This a
great honour for me, but I genuinely believe it is also a recognition of the fantastic work
done by everyone here at the IPO. Whatever I may have achieved has only been possible
because of the great people it’s my pleasure and privilege to work with.
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